
Support paper NE-Atlantic / North Sea Community of Common Interest (CCI) 

Meeting on Friday 20 October 2016. 
 

At our CCI meeting in Palma on 15 April 2016 the subjects listed in the “support paper 

160323” were discussed and updated. This document contains the same order of paragraphs, 

with a reflection of items discussed in Palma and an update where available. 

Note: direct quotes from the previous document are printed in italics  

 

1. Spatial Planning 

 
The European  “Marine Spatial Planning Directive”, was approved on 23 July 2014 and can be found via the 

link  

http://ec.europa.eu/maritimeaffairs/policy/maritime_spatial_planning/index_en.htm 

 
This directive introduces an Integrated Maritime Policy for the EU and a coordinated, integrated and trans-

boundary approach. It also gives specific requirements for Member States like in the following “quotes” from 

that document: 

 

- Each Member State shall establish and implement maritime spatial planning, 

 

- When establishing maritime spatial planning, Member States shall have due regard to the particularities of the 

marine regions, relevant existing and future activities and uses; etc, 

 

- Through their maritime spatial plans, Member States shall aim to contribute to the sustainable development of 

energy sectors at sea, of maritime transport, and of the fisheries and aquaculture sectors, and to the 

preservation, protection and improvement of the environment, including resilience to climate change impacts. In 

addition, Member States may pursue other objectives such as the promotion of sustainable tourism and the 

sustainable extraction of raw materials, 

 

- Public participation,  Member States shall establish means of public participation by informing all interested 

parties and by consulting the relevant stakeholders and authorities, and the public concerned, at an early stage 

in the development of maritime spatial plans,  

 

In Palma an update was presented by: 

Ireland  - spatial planning started with a look towards the sea as a source of revenue for 

  the economy. 

Denmark  - spatial planning mostly involves area with windfarms 

UK   - Tourism and Recreation are considered separately to shipping. One spatial 

  plan has been approved. Consultation is in place and all spatial plans will be in 

  place by 2021. 

Netherlands - Integral Policy Document for North Sea has been renewed December 2015 

  and includes spatial planning for a wide scope of activities. 

 

All CCI members are invited to investigate current state of affairs within their national 

procedures and provide update at CCI meeting. 

 

 

Please be reminded that the Directive requires that maritime spatial plans shall be established 

by Member States as soon as possible, and at the latest by 31 March 2021. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://ec.europa.eu/maritimeaffairs/policy/maritime_spatial_planning/index_en.htm


2. Windfarms 

 
All nations show considerable developments in constructing off shore windfarms. General rule is that areas 

concerned are closed for all shipping during the construction phase of a windfarm. Once windfarms become 

operational various National regulations are applicable.  

 

 

Current situation with windfarms in the North Sea to the best of my knowledge: 

 - UK waters open to vessels ˂ 24 meter 

 - French waters; unknown 

 - Belgian waters, closed 

 - Netherlands waters, closed with a declared intention to open for vessels ˂ 24 meter on condition 

 equipped with VHF and AIS B transponder. 

 - German waters, currently still closed; expectation is open ˂ 24 meter when fully operational with 

 conditions similar to those in Baltic waters. 

 - Danish waters, open but some appear to kept closed 

 - Norwegian waters; unknown 

 

In Palma Ireland added that 1 windfarm at sea was located on sand banks and other proposed 

areas where situated on the West Coast far away from land. 

 

All CCI members are invited to present an update on windfarms at the CCI meeting. 

 

North Sea Windfarm Planning September 2016 

 



3. Fish Farms / Aqua Culture 

 
In accordance with guidelines in the Spatial Planning Directive, Governments are investigating possibilities for 

economic growth and sustainable developments at sea. Fish farms are already a known entity and “farming at 

sea” is becoming a new topic. 

 

After discussions at the CCI meeting in Palma on the experience with aqua culture 

developments a proposal was made to the General Assembly to prepare a draft position paper 

on this subject. (Decision M Palma GA 2016) This will be presented at the Vienna GA 

 

4. Tidal Energy and Wave Energy Plants 

 
Tidal Energy Plants will primarily occur in areas where a considerable tide hub exists or where strong currents 

are in order. Making use of the tide hub will in most cases also mean the use of a basin, created by a dam 

whereby passage is possible via a lock or not applicable. The water area behind a dam can be used for water 

sports and could create an addition instead of a restriction. 

 

At the Palma meeting the RYA informed us about the already existing guidance papers. 

See: 

http://www.rya.org.uk/SiteCollectionDocuments/legal/Web%20Documents/Environment/RY

A%20Position%20OREI%20Tidal%20Energy.pdf 

 

http://www.rya.org.uk/SiteCollectionDocuments/legal/Web%20Documents/Environment/RY

A%20Position%20OREI%20Wave%20Energy.pdf 

 

CCI members are invited to take note of these and discuss if there is a need to initiate EBA 

position papers on these matters. 

 

5. Bird & Habitat Directives 

 
Considerable areas of the North Sea are covered by both the Bird Directive and the Habitat Directive directives. 

For remote (far off shore) areas little to no restrictions are apparent for Yachting. In Coastal areas this is not 

the case.  

 

In 2015, 10 Marine Protected Areas (MPAs) covering more than 600 km
2
 were added in the 

OSPAR area. Contributions had been made by Norway (3 MPAs), Portugal (5 MPAs) and the 

United Kingdom (2 MPAs) and more added in 2016. As of June 2016, the OSPAR Network 

comprised 423 MPAs covering 5.8% of the OSPAR maritime area within and beyond national 

jurisdiction. The Greater North Sea (OSPAR Region II) has the highest coverage of MPAs in 

the OSPAR area, with 13.8% protected.   

Any updates on this subject, including any details of management measures restricting 

recreational boating are welcome. 

 

6. Water Framework Directive (WFD) 

 

The Commission will be reviewing Member States second cycle River Basin Management 

Plans by the end 2018 however this could be accelerated to complete by the end of 2017 to 

inform the review of the Directive in 2019.  WFD only has 3 cycles but it is evident that GES 

(Good Ecologic Status) won’t be achieved by 2027 in a large number of waterbodies, so this 

could influence the review.   

CCI members are invited to share any feedback they have on the implementation of WFD and 

the cycle 2 plans. 

http://www.rya.org.uk/SiteCollectionDocuments/legal/Web%20Documents/Environment/RYA%20Position%20OREI%20Tidal%20Energy.pdf
http://www.rya.org.uk/SiteCollectionDocuments/legal/Web%20Documents/Environment/RYA%20Position%20OREI%20Tidal%20Energy.pdf
http://www.rya.org.uk/SiteCollectionDocuments/legal/Web%20Documents/Environment/RYA%20Position%20OREI%20Wave%20Energy.pdf
http://www.rya.org.uk/SiteCollectionDocuments/legal/Web%20Documents/Environment/RYA%20Position%20OREI%20Wave%20Energy.pdf


7. Marine Strategy Framework Directive MSFD) 

 

The European Commission shall publish a first evaluation report on the implementation of 

this Directive within two years of receiving all programmes of measures and, in any case, by 

2019 at the latest.  

CCI members are reminded to check their national incorporation plans with regards to those 

indicators that may affect recreational boating; which may be found under: 

Marine litter; Underwater Noise; Invasive Alien Species. 

 

8. Military Exercise Areas 

 
The development of Off Shore Wind parks puts a strain on available sea room. Although consideration is still 

being given to Military Exercise areas they are at the same time being looked at as very attractive areas for 

future development. 

So far no changes known. 

 

9. OSPAR 

 
OSPAR focusses on the protection of the Marine Environment in the NE Atlantic. 

 

Understanding the North East Atlantic’s biodiversity and how its ecosystems function and respond to the 

pressures from human activities – or the management measures implemented - remains an exciting challenge 

and is covered by various OSPAR committees. We should focus on those measures that may affect boating. Here 

we’ll find that common indicators of the MSFD are in line with OSPAR guidance. Items of interest are Invasive 

Alien Species, Marine Litter , Underwater Noise and emissions. 

 

At the 2016 meeting of the OSPAR Environmental Impact of Human Activities Committee 

(which was the same week as the EBA Palma meeting), following a discussion on ballast 

water the Netherlands highlighted hull fouling as another important pathway for non -

indigenous species. IMO adopted “guidelines for the control and management of ships’ 

biofouling to minimise transfer of invasive aquatic species” in 2011. This applies to shipping 

and recreational boating. The Netherlands expressed concern as to the effectiveness of these 

guidelines and that there may be benefit in a more compulsory nature to this measure. 

EIHA agreed to invite the Netherlands to submit a paper to EIHA 2017 on the issue of hull 

fouling. 

 

This note is made to initiate discussion at our NE-Atlantic / North Sea Community of 

Common Interest (CCI) meeting on Friday 20 October. Contribution in advance of the 

meeting is most welcome. 

 

Willem Dekker 

26 September 2016. 

 

 

 


