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Mediterranean Sea Community of Common Interest 
 
A. Background 
In accordance with the decisions of the Ex. Committee, as supported by the GA in 
Venice, a new focus has been established on the various geographical areas in 
which Europe is subdivided.  
In this framework, the Mediterranean Basin represents a system of particular 
relevance: best known for its landscapes and holiday images of sparkling blue 
sea and Sun, the Mediterranean is a complex and unique environment 
designated by MARPOL as a Special Area and as such requiring special 
approach. 
It has different natural geophysical features, which have their own 
characteristics and way of interacting.  
Though it contains only 1% of the Earth’s ocean water, the Mediterranean Sea 
hosts 8 % of the world’s biodiversity.  
But those biological treasures are now under threat from human pressures, 
embracing unregulated tourism, oil-drilling platforms and maritime traffic, 
inclusive of recreational craft sailing its waters due to more manageable 
weather conditions. 
 
 

 
 
B. My intention is to supply Members interested in joining this Group with 
a few but significant pieces of information as starting points to be 
furthered by a collective analysis, with a view to widespread awareness on 
the protection of its waters and make sailing more profitable while 
preserving its integrity: 
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 Overview and some statistical data 
 
Actually the number of boats at sea and at berth along the Mediterranean coast 
reaches a magnitude of approximately 2.0 million boats. 
 
Boating infrastructures 
On a worldwide level, Europe has the most marinas although the boat fleet is 
smaller than in other regions of the world. In the Mediterranean in particular, a 
study found over 1000 marinas in activity (up 6% from 890 marinas recorded in 
2008) including 860 in Southern Europe and 140) on the coasts of North African 
Mediterranean countries, the Middle East and Turkey 
Services in Mediterranean marinas 
Their availability shows an increase in restaurants in Spain, France, Italy and 
Greece; an increase in WIFI service in France, Italy, Greece and Turkey; 
unfortunately no change in sewage and ballast water collection services.  
  
Dry storage facilities:  
It’s a carefully growing phenomenon in the Mediterranean. In terms of impacts, 
the efficient organization of dry storage facilities reduces boat maintenance 
costs and the amount of antifouling paint (boats require treatment less often). 
  
 Environmental impacts - Sea waste.  
It’s estimated that there are 700 million tons of waste littering the seas floors 
and surface. As the largest concentrations are in the Mediterranean and  the 
refuse can accumulate up to 2,000 meters deep , it’s time also for boaters to 
launch a warning on the issue  and contribute to halt/mitigate this bad habit . 
FOTO? 
 
C. The recreational boating in Mediterranean 
On its own, recreational boating in its complexity generates significant 
ecological impacts:  
• Construction of marinas and boats, • daily problems of wastewater and 
rubbish, • polluting materials, • dismantling of out of service boats, • other 
impacts (generation of waves, noise, etc.).  
Marine industries are aware of these problems and are exploring ways of 
building boats with environmentally safe materials and other alternatives such 
as electric boats, gas engines, photovoltaic cell systems, and even the 
dismantling and recycling of inoperable pleasure boats.  
However, a fundamental issue remains, and that is the individual behavior of 
boaters. That is why it is important to promote eco-friendly behaviors that are 
essential to preserving the marine environment and making recreational 
boating ecologically responsible  
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D. The Legal Framework 
The most important policy instruments that address the major concerns in the 
Mediterranean region are mainly based on: 
 The Barcelona Convention and its associated Protocols (Barcelona 

system), for the Protection of the Marine Environment and the Coastal 
Region of the Mediterranean;  

 The Mediterranean Action Plan (MAP), aimed at assisting the Mediterranean 
countries to assess and control marine pollution, formulate their national 
environment policies, improve the ability of governments to identify better 
options for alternative patterns of development, and to optimize the choices 
for allocation of resources. 

 

The above complex regulatory framework stresses the relevance this maritime 
theatre has for the boaters’ community and the special focus to be given in order 
to achieve the best results in terms of safe, enjoyable and healthy sailing.  
The analysis of the situation has proved that there is a need for a common 
strategy for the Mediterranean to solve common problems and work on projects 
on priority areas such as the protection of the environment, the strengthening of 
the sailing systems, development of green energy, the protection of the common 
cultural heritage etc.  
Although these are more Governmental problems to be sorted out, a 
contribution by boaters can influence the rule makers in taking into 
consideration our interests and concerns.  
 
E. Common issues worthy of assessment for possible action 
 
The anchorages 
The theme is related to the protection of seabed, and could mainly affect  the 
fields of  Oceanic Posidonia and corals of which Mediterranean seabed is rich.  
When unregulated, boat anchorage could determine a severe threat to sea grass 
meadows and coral reefs. 
The Group could make an inventory of the existing maps where these organisms 
are located, so as to keep boaters updated and informed on the opportunity to 
avoid the anchorage in certain areas. 
 
Alien/ aquatic Species 
The prevention of transfer of invasive alien species (IAS) through anchors, 
ballast and fouling, particularly in the Mediterranean Basin which is a semi 
closed sea, is an increasing problem boaters have to take care of , having into 
consideration the IMO  related guidelines.  
The issue is currently under evaluation at EU level and Emma Barton is fruitfully 
working on the subject representing the EBA stances. 

http://195.97.36.231/dbases/webdocs/BCP/MAPPhaseI_eng.pdf
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The group could consider the best ways to increase and widespread awareness 
among boaters, finalized to more eco-friendly behaviors.  
 
 
 The maritime spatial planning (MSP)  
Born as a tool to address challenges and develop opportunities in maritime 
economic activities and environmental protection, in the context of growing and 
competing uses of marine space, over the years became an issue of concern for 
the safe navigation. The increasing development of Marine Wind Turbines , Oil 
Platforms and Rigs in the  Mediterranean is currently lacking of appropriate ,  
homogenous  and updated legislation. 
The Group to be set up could consider the opportunity of an Inventory of these 
structures and express the boaters’ voice   for future developments on this issue.  
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Routing  
While for shipping the users can make reference to relevant information  on TSS, 
Anchoring areas  etc, formally established and officially widespread to mariners, 
recreational boating is lacking of this information. 
Likewise the  North east – Atlantic Group, the Mediterranean Group  could be 
involved in collecting statistical data  for pleasure boating in view of creating a  
sort of cruising route information compendium  along the same line established 
by the RYA. 
 

 
  
 In Conclusion 
 
I’ve outlined the Mediterranean Basin peculiarities, dwelling on the main 
elements that characterize this Maritime Region as introductory notes to trigger 
a reflection on the environmental and operational problems which could affect 
the boaters’ smooth use of these waters. 
Your comments will be very appreciated, at least in oral form due to the limited 
time available, during the Friday morning meeting on this Agenda item, just 
before the Plenary.  
  
Looking forward to seeing you soon, meanwhile receive my best regards. 
 
Giancarlo Olimbo 
E mail: olimbog@gmail.com 
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